
 

 
 

 

Minutes of the House Standing Committee 

on 

Education Reform 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Thursday, February 15, 2018                          9:00 a.m.             Room 521 House Office Building 

 

 

The House Standing Committee on Education Reform was called to order by Representative Tim 

Kelly, Chair. 

 

The Clerk called the roll; members present were Representatives Kelly, Hornberger, Crawford, 

Garcia, Roberts, Alexander, Griffin, Lilly, Noble, Reilly, Zemke, Brinks, Chang, Camilleri, 

and Sowerby.  (15/15) 

The Clerk announced that a quorum was present. 

______ 

 

The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of February 8, 2018 as printed. 

 

Representative Noble moved to adopt the minutes of February 8, 2018, as printed. 

There being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 

present; the minutes were adopted as printed. 

______ 

 

The Chair laid before the committee the minutes of January 18, 2018. 

 

Representative Hornberger moved to amend the minutes of January 18, 2018, as printed. 

There being no objection the motion prevailed by unanimous consent of the members 

present; the minutes were adopted as amended. 

______ 

 

The Chair recognized Representative Noble for an introduction of his guest, his wife of thirty-one 

years, MyraKay Noble. 

______ 

 

The Chair laid before the committee Senate Bill 727. 

 

SB 727 (Pavlov) Education; teachers; interim teaching certificate; modify certain 

criteria. 



   
 

 

 

Senator Phil Pavlov, the bill sponsor, explained the bill. Questions followed. 

 

David Saba, Chief Development Officer of the Michigan Teachers of Tomorrow Program, testified 

in support of the bill. Questions followed.  A copy of his written testimony is attached. 

 

Dr. Beth Kubitskey, Associate Dean of Students and Curriculum in the College of Education and 

Associate Professor Physics and Astronomy, and representing the Michigan Association of 

Teachers, testified in opposition to the bill. Questions followed.  A copy of her written testimony 

is attached. 

 

Erica House testified in support of the bill. Questions followed. 

  

The following individuals submitted a testimony card in support, but did not want to speak: 

            Robert Brooks, representing Teachers of Tomorrow; 

Beth DeShone, Advocacy Director for the Great Lakes Education Project; 

Caroline Liethen, Legislative Liaison for the Michigan Department of Education; and 

Alicia Urbain, Vice-President of Governmental and Legal Affairs for the Michigan 

Association of Public School Academies. 

 

Andrew Neumann, representing the Michigan Education Association, submitted a testimony card 

in opposition to the bill, but did not wish to speak. 

______ 

 

The Chair laid before the committee House Bill 5526. 

 

HB 5526 (Kelly) Education; school districts; letter grade system for ranking public 

schools; establish. 
 

Beth DeShone, Advocacy Director for the Great Lakes Education Project, testified in support of 

the bill. Questions followed. 

 

Alicia Urbain, Vice-President of Governmental and Legal Affairs for the Michigan Association of 

Public School Academies, testified in support of the bill. Questions followed. 
 

Jared Burkhart. Executive Director for Michigan Council of Charter School Authorizers, testified 

in support of the bill. Questions followed. 
 

Tom McMillin testified in opposition to the bill. Questions followed. 
 

Steven Norton, Michigan Parents for Schools, testified in opposition to the bill. A copy of his 

written testimony is attached. 
 

Chris Glass, Director of Legislative Affairs for the West Michigan Talent Triangle, and Doug 

Greer, Director of School Improvement, Ottawa Area Intermediate School District, submitted a 

testimony card in support of the bill, but did not wish to speak. A copy of Mr. Greer’s handout is 

attached. 



   
 

 

 

______ 

 

There being no other business before the committee; Representative Crawford moved to 

adjourn the meeting.  

The motion prevailed, the time being 10:56 a.m. 

The Chair declared the Committee adjourned. 

 

 

 

_________________________________ 

Tim Kelly, Chair  

House Standing Committee on Education Reform 

 

 

 

____________________________   ______________________________  

Joy Brewer, Committee Clerk               Date approved by the committee 

 

 

 


